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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 63 are pending in this office action. 

2. New claims 23, and 55 - 63 are added. 

Response to Arguments/Remarks 

3. Applicants' remarks on page 15 of amendments filed June 1 , 2004 with respect to 
Claims 1-20, 23, 25-36, 43-45, and 49-54 that have been rejected as being 
anticipated under section 102(e) by UK Patent Application GB 2 348 309 A to 
Uchida have been fully considered but are not persuasive. 

Applicants cannot rely upon the foreign priority papers to overcome this rejection 
because a translation of said papers has not been made of record in accordance with 
37CFR1.55. See MPEP § 201.15. 

4. The rejections of Claims 1-20, 23, 25-36, 43-45, and 49-54 under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) 
of last Office Action is a typographical error. The rejections of Claims 1-20, 23, 25- 
36, 43-45, and 49-54 are under 35 U.S.C. 102 (a). Therefore rejection of last Office 
Action is proper. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 

the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1 - 20, 23, 25 - 36, 43 - 45, and 49 - 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 
102(a) as been anticipated by UK Patent Application GB 2 348 309 A issues to Kaoru 
Uchida (hereinafter "Uchida"). 

Regarding claims 1, 7, 11 and 17, Uchida teaches a communication system for 
distinguishing a user, said system comprising: 

a storing means for storing reference living body information (see page 20, lines 
13-17; Uchida discloses "fingerprint" as "living body"); 

a reading means for reading collation living body information of the user (see 
page 21, lines 17-19); 

a collating means for collating the collation living body information with the 
reference living body information (see page 22, lines 1 - 9; Uchida discloses "checking 
unit 12" as "collating means"); and 

a sending means for sending a notice of coincidence as data to a mating party 
when a collation result proves coincident (see page 11, lines 8-15 and page 29, lines 
15-23), 
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wherein a communication between the user and a mating party is started through 
the manager after the mating party receives the notice of coincidence as data (see page 
23, lines 5-10); Uchida discloses "authenticating executing device 2" as "mating 
party"). 

wherein a password is sent as data to the mating party/manager after the notice 
of collation is sent to the mating party/manager, and the reference living body 
information is rewritten when the password is authenticated as correct on the mating 
party (see page 1 , lines 23 - 25). 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, Uchida teaches a wherein the reference living body 
information comprises n reference living body information, the collation living body 
information of the user comprises n collation living body information of the user, the 
collating means collates the n collation living body information with the n reference living 
body information, and the sending means sends the notice of coincidence as data to the 
mating party when all of collation results prove coincident (see page 8, lines 15-24). 

Regarding claims 3 and 13, Uchida teaches wherein the reference living body 
information comprises n reference living body information, the collation living body 
information of the user comprises in collation living body information of the user, the 
collating means collates the m collation living body information with the n reference 
living body information, and the sending means sends the notice of coincidence as data 
to the mating party when at least one of the n reference living body information 
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coincides with at least one of the m collation living body information (see page 21 , lines 
14-27). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Uchida teaches wherein the reference living body 
information comprises a plurality of kinds of reference living body information, the 
collation living body information of the user comprises a plurality of kinds of collation 
living body information of the user, the collating means collates the plurality of collation 
living body information with the plurality of reference living body information, and the 
sending means sends the notice of coincidence as data to the mating party when the 
plurality of kinds of collation living body information wholly coincide with the plurality of 
kinds of reference living body information (see page 29, lines 4 - 23, page 30, lines 19 - 
27 and page 31 , lines 1 - 29). 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, Uchida teaches wherein the reference living body 
information comprises n reference living body information of a plurality of kinds, the 
collation living body information comprises in collation living body information of a 
plurality of kinds of a user, the collating means collates the m collation living body 
information with the n reference living body information, and the sending means sends 
the notice of coincidence as data to the mating party when at least one of each kind of 
collation living body information among the plurality of kinds of collation living body 
information coincides with at least one of each kind of reference living body information 
among the n reference living body information (see page 23, lines 5-23). 
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Regarding claims 6 and 16, Uchida teaches wherein the reference living body 
information comprises n reference living body information of a plurality of kinds, the 
collation living body information comprises m collation living body information of a 
plurality of kinds of a user, the collating means collates the in collation living body 
information with the n reference living body information, and the sending means sends 
the notice of coincidence as data to the mating party when all of the plurality of kinds of 
collation living body information coincide with all of the n reference living body 
information (see page 21, lines 14-27). 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, Uchida teaches a causing means for causing the 
manager to send the notice of coincidence as data to a mating party (see page 24, lines 
7-21 and page 29, lines 1 3 - 23), 

wherein the communication between the user and the mating party is directly 
started after the mating party receives the notice of coincidence as data (see page 27, 
lines 21 - 27). 

Regarding claims 10 and 27, Uchida teaches wherein a transaction is conducted 
between the user and the mating party (see page 1 , lines 7-14), 

wherein an identification of the user is requested only when the condition set to 
the mating party is satisfied (see page 28, lines 10-15). 
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Regarding claims 18, 28, 29 and 30, Uchida teaches wherein the reference living 
body information comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of a 
fingerprint, a palm print and a voiceprint (see page 35, lines 7-16). 

Regarding claims 19, 31 , 32 and 33, Uchida teaches wherein the collation living 
body information comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of a 
fingerprint, a palm print and a voiceprint (see page 35, lines 7-16). 

Regarding claims 20, 26, 34, 35, 36, 52, 53 and 54, Uchida teaches wherein the 
palm print is a palm print of the whole palm or a palm print of a part of the palm (see 
page 35, lines 7-16). 

Regarding claims 23, 43, 44 and 45, Uchida teaches a portable information 
terminal is used (see page 35, lines 17-22). 

Regarding claims 25, 49, 50 and 51 , Uchida teaches a personal computer is 
used (see page 1 , lines 16 - 22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21, 22, 24, 37-42, and 46 - 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Uchida in view of USPN 6,219,793 issued to Yang Li et al 
(hereinafter "Li"). 

Regarding claims 21 , 37, 38 and 39, Uchida discloses the claimed subject matter 
as discussed in 1 ,7, 1 1 and 17 respectively. Uchida does not explicitly teach the storing 
means is a flash memory. 

Li teaches the storing means is a flash memory (column 12, lines 20 - 27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Li with the teaching of Uchida wherein the 
memory storage means is a flash memory. The motivation is that flash memory is 
capable of storing image data. 

Regarding claims 22, 40, 41 and 42, Uchida discloses the claimed subject matter 
as discussed in 1 ,7, 11 and 17 respectively. Uchida does not explicitly teach the 
reading means is a photodiode or a charge coupled device. 

Li teaches the reading means is a photodiode or a charge coupled device (see 
column 4, lines 50 - 65). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Li with the teaching of Uchida wherein the 
reading means is a photodiode. The motivation is that photodiode can be read and 
transmitted in electronic form. 
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Regarding claims 24, 46, 47 and 48, Li teaches a cellular telephone is used (see 
column 4, lines 33 - 49). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 

the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1 - 20, 23, 25 - 36, 43 - 45, and 49 - 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 
102(a) as been anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,751 ,734 issues to Kaoru Uchida 
(hereinafter "Uchida"). 

Regarding claims 1, 7, 11 and 17, Uchida teaches a communication system for 
distinguishing a user, said system comprising: 

a storing means for storing reference living body information (see column 8, lines 
30 - 35; Uchida discloses "fingerprint" as "living body"); 

a reading means for reading collation living body information of the user (see 
column 8, lines 58 - 65); 

a collating means for collating the collation living body information with the 
reference living body information (see column 8, line 66 - column 9, line 4; Uchida 
discloses "comparing means 12" as "collating means"); and 
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a sending means for sending a notice of coincidence as data to a mating party 
when a collation result proves coincident (see column 1 1 , lines 46 - 64), 

wherein a communication between the user and a mating party is started through 
the manager after the mating party receives the notice of coincidence as data (see 
column 9, lines 32 - 37; Uchida discloses "authenticating executing device 2" as "mating 
party"). 

wherein a password is sent as data to the mating party/manager after the notice 
of collation is sent to the mating party/manager, and the reference living body 
information is rewritten when the password is authenticated as correct on the mating 
party (see column 1 , lines 23 - 26). 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, Uchida teaches a wherein the reference living body 
information comprises n reference living body information, the collation living body 
information of the user comprises n collation living body information of the user, the 
collating means collates the n collation living body information with the n reference living 
body information, and the sending means sends the notice of coincidence as data to the 
mating party when all of collation results prove coincident (see page column 3, lines 50 - 
65). 

Regarding claims 3 and 13, Uchida teaches wherein the reference living body 
information comprises n reference living body information, the collation living body 
information of the user comprises in collation living body information of the user, the 
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collating means collates the m collation living body information with the n reference 
living body information, and the sending means sends the notice of coincidence as data 
to the mating party when at least one of the n reference living body information 
coincides with at least one of the m collation living body information (see column 8, line 
58 -column 9, line 4). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Uchida teaches wherein the reference living body 
information comprises a plurality of kinds of reference living body information, the 
collation living body information of the user comprises a plurality of kinds of collation 
living body information of the user, the collating means collates the plurality of collation 
living body information with the plurality of reference living body information, and the 
sending means sends the notice of coincidence as data to the mating party when the 
plurality of kinds of collation living body information wholly coincide with the plurality of 
kinds of reference living body information (see column 11, lines 46-67 and column 12, 
lines 18-51). 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, Uchida teaches wherein the reference living body 
information comprises n reference living body information of a plurality of kinds, the 
collation living body information comprises in collation living body information of a 
plurality of kinds of a user, the collating means collates the m collation living body 
information with the n reference living body information, and the sending means sends 
the notice of coincidence as data to the mating party when at least one of each kind of 
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collation living body information among the plurality of kinds of collation living body 
information coincides with at least one of each kind of reference living body information 
among the n reference living body information (see column 10, lines 32 - 50). 

Regarding claims 6 and 16, Uchida teaches wherein the reference living body 
information comprises n reference living body information of a plurality of kinds, the 
collation living body information comprises m collation living body information of a 
plurality of kinds of a user, the collating means collates the in collation living body 
information with the n reference living body information, and the sending means sends 
the notice of coincidence as data to the mating party when all of the plurality of kinds of 
collation living body information coincide with all of the n reference living body 
information (see column 8, line 58 - column 9, line 4). 

Regarding claims 8, 9 and 26, Uchida teaches a causing means for causing the 
manager to send the notice of coincidence as data to a mating party (see column 9, line 
60 -column 10, line 6 and column 11, lines 55-64), 

wherein the communication between the user and the mating party is directly 
started after the mating party receives the notice of coincidence as data (see column 
11, lines 13- 19). 

Regarding claims 10 and 27, Uchida teaches wherein a transaction is conducted 
between the user and the mating party (see column 1 , lines 9-15), 



Application/Control Number: 09/852,266 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2172 

wherein an identification of the user is requested only when the condition set to 
the mating party is satisfied (see column 1 1 , lines 27 - 34). 

Regarding claims 18, 28, 29 and 30, Uchida teaches wherein the reference living 
body information comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of a 
fingerprint, a palm print and a voiceprint (see column 13, line 66- column 14, line 7). 

Regarding claims 19, 31, 32 and 33, Uchida teaches wherein the collation living 
body information comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of a 
fingerprint, a palm print and a voiceprint (see column 13, line 66 - column 14, line 7). 

Regarding claims 20, 34, 35, 36, 52, 53 and 54, Uchida teaches wherein the 
palm print is a palm print of the whole palm or a palm print of a part of the palm (see 
column 1 3, line 66 - column 1 4, line 7). 

Regarding claim 55, Uchida teaches an authentication apparatus for performing 
authentication of a user, said authentication apparatus comprising: 

means for collecting a reference living body information of the user (see column 
8, line 66 - column 9, line 4; Uchida discloses "checking unit 12" as "means for 
collating" which is the comparing means); 
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means for collating a collation living body information with the reference living 
body information of the user (see column 4, lines 48 - 56; Uchida discloses biometrics 
image checking means" as "means for collating living body"); and 

means for sending a signal of performing authentication of the user outside when 
the collation living body information and the reference living body information of the user 
coincide (see column 4, lines 60 - 67; Uchida discloses "communication message 
sending means" as "means for sending signal"). 

Regarding claim 56, Uchida discloses an authentication apparatus for performing 
authentication of a user, said authentication apparatus comprising: 

means for collecting a reference living body information of the user (see column 
8, line 66 - column 9, line 4; Uchida discloses "checking unit 12" as "means for 
collating" which is the comparing means); 

means for collating a collation living body information with the reference living 
body information of the user (see column 4, lines 48 - 56; Uchida discloses biometrics 
image checking means" as "means for collating living body"); and 

means for transmitting a signal of performing authentication of the user at least a 
mating party and a manager when the collation living body information and the 
reference living body information of the user coincide (see column 2, lines 3-6; Uchida 
discloses "infrared rays, radio waves, sound waves" as "means for transmitting a 
signal"). 
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Regarding claim 57, Uchida teaches the transmitting means send the signal of 
performing authentication of the user to at least the mating party and the manager (see 
column 5, lines 31 -44). 

Regarding claims 23, 43, 44, 45, 58 and 61 Uchida teaches a portable 
information terminal is used (see column 13, line 66 - column 14, line 7). 

Regarding claims 25, 49, 50, 51, 60 and 63, Uchida teaches a personal computer 
is used (see column 1 , lines 17 - 23). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21 , 22, 24, 37 - 42, and 46 - 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Uchida in view of USPN 6,219,793 issued to Yang Li et al 
(hereinafter "Li"). 

Regarding claims 21, 37, 38 and 39, Uchida discloses the claimed subject matter 
as discussed in 1 ,7, 11 and 17 respectively. Uchida does not explicitly teach the storing 
means is a flash memory. 

Li teaches the storing means is a flash memory (column 12, lines 20 - 27). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Li with the teaching of Uchida wherein the 
memory storage means is a flash memory. The motivation is that flash memory is 
capable of storing image data. 

Regarding claims 22, 40, 41 and 42, Uchida discloses the claimed subject matter 
as discussed in 1,7, 11 and 17 respectively. Uchida does not explicitly teach the 
reading means is a photodiode or a charge coupled device. 

Li teaches the reading means is a photodiode or a charge coupled device (see 
column 4, lines 50 - 65). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Li with the teaching of Uchida wherein the 
reading means is a photodiode. The motivation is that photodiode can be read and 
transmitted in electronic form. 

Regarding claims 24, 46, 47, 48, 59 and 62, Li teaches a cellular telephone is 
used (see column 4, lines 33 - 49). 
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Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred I. Ehichioya whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8039. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on 703-305-9790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Fred I. Ehichioya 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2172 
July 19, 2004 




